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Testimonial

It is our great pleasure to present the fifth JDR Award to Dr. Yuichiro Usuda. 
Dr. Usuda has made outstanding contributions to the Journal of Disaster Re-
search (JDR) as the guest editor and the author of the JDR’s “Special Issue on 
NIED Frontier Researches on Science and Technology for Disaster Risk Re-
duction and Resilience 2017” in Vol.12 No.5, which has been the most down-
loaded special issue for the past three years. 

Dr. Usuda is a leading scientist in frontier research for natural disaster risk 
management and resilience in National Research Institute for Earth Science 
and Disaster Resilience (NIED). He is working with researchers of many dif-
ferent disciplines as well as stake-holders in practical devastating disaster man-
agement situations. Thus, in his studies, he has been integrating many different 
disciplines to generate a new intellectual paradigm for managing multi-hazard 
disasters, such as earthquake disasters combined with meteorological disasters 
caused by rain, drought, snow, extreme heat or cold, ice, or wind.  This is quite 
important in Japan and other disaster-prone countries, considering today’s 
global climate change. The special issue is the fruit of his research efforts.

On behalf of the JDR editorial board, I wish to thank Dr. Yuichiro Usuda for 
his efforts and to congratulate him as the winner of the fifth JDR Award.
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