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Message from the Winner

After the 1960 Great Chilean Tsunami, coastal dikes were remod-
eled and new ones constructed in Japan. In 1968, immediately after the 
completion of those construction and remodeling works, the Tokachi-
Oki Earthquake struck, but fortunately the structures involved sustained 
very little damage. This led to a general feeling that it was possible 
to protect against the tsunamis completely by simply building coastal 
dikes and other defense structures. Japan did not see an increase in the 
number of tsunami researchers, but things were worse in the U.S. The 
National Science Foundation allocated its tsunami-related budget only 
to the NOAA, which issues tsunami forecasts, and allocated the rest of 
the budget entirely to ocean development. This situation continued until 
the 1983 Nihonkai-Chubu Earthquake Tsunami struck. In 1992, there 
was a tsunami earthquake off the coast of Nicaragua. Following that, 
research was conducted based on international cooperation through fax 
communications. Then cooperative international research continued to 
be done on tsunamis such as the 1992 Flores Tsunami, the 1993 Hok-
kaido Nansei-Oki Earthquake Tsunami, and the 1996 Irian Jaya Tsu-
nami. However, their findings were provided only through Proceedings 
of the International Tsunami Symposium every two years, and most of 
the findings were limited to factual information about tsunamis.

Requests for information on tsunamis rapidly increased after the 2004 
Great Indian Ocean Tsunami, information not only on the tsunami itself 
but also on tsunami countermeasures. It was when JDR made its ap-
pearance. The JDR disseminated the latest information for practical use. 
It also benefitted those who were the sources of information, as they no 
longer had to deal with the frustration of having to wait for conferences 
held only every two years. In addition, the JDR reviews submissions 
much more quickly than do other journals. Tsunamis, such as the 2011 
Great East Japan Earthquake Tsunami and the 2018 Sulawesi Earth-
quake Tsunami, continue to strike. As a platform for sharing knowledge 
related to reconstruction and countermeasures, as well as to tsunamis 
themselves, the importance the JDR is growing.

This is why you are encouraged to contribute to the JDR.
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