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The Journal of Disaster Research provides timely, topical
information on disasters related to information, lifeline infra-
structures, traffic, terror, and similar events not directly due to
war. The Journal’s target audience is those who fight disaster
in their capacity as researchers, engineers, disaster prevention
managers, administrators, diplomats, and disaster-related
NGO and NPO personnel.
The term “disaster,” which comes from the Latin “dis,” or
“ill,” and the Greek “astron,” or “star” – hence “ill-starred” –
refers to misfortune, adversity, and retribution for disregard-
ing the laws of Nature. This translates as “saigai” in Japanese,
where “sai” means malfunction in the expected flow in things
and “gai” means nonachievement of things expected. This in
turn suggests that social systems, including private lives, are
disrupted due to malfunctions in the system. Disaster is thus
closely related to all aspects of human life and social activi-
ties. The more convenient private life becomes, and the more
complex society becomes, the higher the potential for dis-
aster, increasing the importance of disaster prevention.
Disaster prevention has been a vital issue since ancient times.
By their nature, microscopic studies on such topics as the
earthquake resistance of reinforced concrete structures and
macroscopic studies on a broader scope are equally vital.
This Journal provides valuable knowledge on disaster pre-
vention and mitigation from a comprehensive, informative
viewpoint, with the emphasis on “wide and comprehensive
scope.”
Targeted papers include research papers, reviews, fact-find-
ing articles, and surveys — the latest information and ma-
terials, in other words, related to disaster.
The Journal’s language is English because of its global circu-
lation and contributions. Regions of interest center on Japan,
but include Asia and areas worldwide.
The Journal of Disaster Research is distributed as an
“e-journal plus,” meaning in printed form and as an e-
journal. Materials related to compiled articles are stored
in a database to provide subscribers with worthwhile,
reliable data.

Fuji Technology Press Ltd., 2-29, Toranomon1-chome, Minatoku, Tokyo 105-0001, Japan
Phone: +81-3-3508-0051, FAX: +81-3-3592-0648, E-mail: disaster@fujipress.jp

URL: http://www.fujipress.jp/JDR/

Disaster Research
AIMS & SCOPE

JOURNAL OF

PUBLISHER

Editors:

Aronne Armanini :Univ. of Trento, Italy

Chris Baker :Univ. of Birmingham, U.K.

M. Bruneau :Univ. at Buffalo, U.S.A.

Shinji Egashira :NEWJEC Inc.

Amr S. Elnashai
:Univ. of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign, U.S.A.

Yuji Hasemi :Waseda Univ., Japan

Haruo Hayashi :Kyoto Univ., Japan

Syunsuke Ikeda
:Tokyo Institute of Technology, Japan

Hideaki Karaki :Univ. of Tokyo, Japan

Kazuhiko Kasai
:Tokyo Institute of Technology, Japan

Donald W. Knight :Univ. of Birmingham, U.K.

John S. Mackenzie
:Curtin Univ. of Technology, Australia

Takahisa Mizuyama :Kyoto Univ., Japan

Yoshiteru Murosaki
:Kwansei Gakuin Univ., Japan

Yujiro Ogawa :BOSAI International, Japan

Nobuo Shuto :Tohoku Univ., Japan

Satoru Sadohara
:Yokohama National Univ., Japan

Kenneth C. Topping
:Topping Associates International, U.S.A.

Ahmet C. Yal�iner
:Middle East Technical Univ., Turkey

Harry Yeh :Oregon State Univ., U.S.A.


