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In the preceding article, I reviewed two seismic design codes of the Building
Standard Law of Japan, revised in 1981 and 2000, with the transition of Japa-
nese seismic design codes.

Having read the 1974 review by Dr. Makoto Watabe, I was most impressed by 
his comprehensive understanding of seismic structural systems for buildings –
an understanding that is fresh even today, more than 3 decades later. He moves
from the basic principles for seismic building design to earthquake-resistant
properties of building. The general seismic design principles of buildings he has 
reviewed are very sound and introduced both in current seismic design codes I
have reviewed and the seismic design of super high-rise buildings over 60 m
high.
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